An in vitro model for studying the effects of slime and nonslime-forming Staphylococcus epidermidis contamination of intravenous catheters.
An in vitro model was developed to study the relationship between intravenous catheters, bacteria, and the subcutaneous tunnel. Studies of both slime-forming and nonslime-forming coagulase negative Staphylococcus epidermidis show that slime formation enhances capillary action of coagulase negative S. epidermidis. This offers a possible explanation of the increased virulence associated with slime-forming coagulase negative S. epidermidis in the clinical situation.